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OPEN SOURCE URBANISM:  
Prototype > Replicate > Adopt

/Ŷ�Ă�ƟŵĞ�ŝŶ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĐŝƚǇͲǁŝĚĞ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĨĂŝůŝŶŐ�ĚƵĞ�ƚŽ�Ă�ůĂĐŬ�ŽĨ�ĐŝƚǇ�ŐŽǀĞƌŶĂŶĐĞ͕�ďŽƚͲ

ƚŽŵͲƵƉ�ŵŽĚĞůƐ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�ĂůƚĞƌŶĂƟǀĞ�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ�ƚŽ�ďĂůĂŶĐŝŶŐ�ƉƵďůŝĐͲƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ�ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌͲ

ƐŚŝƉƐ�ŐŽǀĞƌŶĞĚ�ďǇ�ĐŽƌƉŽƌĂƚĞ�ďŽĚŝĞƐ͘���ŽƩŽŵͲƵƉ�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚĞƐ�ĚŽ�ƉŽƐƐĞƐƐ�Ă�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂůŝƚǇ�ĨŽƌ�ƌĂƉŝĚ�

ĐŚĂŶŐĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂůŝƚǇ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ĂĐƚƵĂůŝǌĞĚ�ŝĨ�ĂĚĞƋƵĂƚĞ�ŶŽƚĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶ�ĨƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬƐ�ĂƌĞ�

ƐĞƚ�ŝŶ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐĂŶ�ĐĂƉŝƚĂůŝǌĞ�ŽŶ�ŽƉĞŶ�ƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŽŶ�ǁŚŝůĞ�ƐŝŵƵůƚĂŶĞŽƵƐůǇ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�

ůĂƌŐĞͲƐĐĂůĞ�ŽƵƚĐŽŵĞ͘�/Ŷ�ĨĂůů�ϮϬϭϮ͕�ƚŚĞ�'ƌĂǇ��ƌĞĂ�&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�^ĂŶ�&ƌĂŶĐŝƐĐŽ�ŝŶŝƟĂƚĞĚ�ĂŶ�hƌďĂŶ�

WƌŽƚŽƚǇƉŝŶŐ�ĞǀĞŶƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉƌĞĐŝƐĞůǇ�ƚƌŝĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞŶĞĮƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ŽƉĞŶͲƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐŝͲ

ďůĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶ�ĂůƐŽ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐŝŶŐ�ůĂƌŐĞͲƐĐĂůĞ�ƚƌĂŶƐĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶƐ͘�dŚĞ�ŝŶŝƟĂƚŽƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ�ĂŶ�

ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚĞĚ�ŽĨ�ϯ�ƐƚĞƉƐ͗�ƉƌŽƚŽƚǇƉŝŶŐ͕�ƌĞƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĚŽƉƟŽŶ͘�

URBANecology// THE 10 MILE GARDEN
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ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƐƉĂĐĞƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�͞WĂǀĞŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�WĂƌŬƐ�WƌŽŐƌĂŵ ͘͟���ŶĞǁ�ƐŝƚĞ�ĐĂƚĞŐŽƌǇ�ŝĚĞŶƟĮĞĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƉŽƚĞŶͲ

ƟĂů�ŶĞǁ�ƐŝƚĞ�ǁĂƐ�ƐƵŐŐĞƐƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�hW�ĞǀĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚĞĚ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĂů�ƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞƚǁŽƌŬ�ŽĨ�

ĮƌĞ�ŚǇĚƌĂŶƚƐ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƐƉƌĞĂĚƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�ĐŝƟĞƐ�Ăƚ�ĂŶ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ�ŵĂǆŝŵƵŵ�ƐƉĂĐŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ϱϬϬ�

ĨĞĞƚ͘��ƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐĂůĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�^ĂŶ�&ƌĂŶĐŝƐĐŽ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞƚǁŽƌŬ�ŽĨ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϵϬϬϬ�ĮƌĞ�ŚǇĚƌĂŶƚƐ�ŚĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�

ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů�ƚŽ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞ�ĂŶ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ĞĐŽůŽŐŝĐĂů�ŐƌĞĞŶ�ĨŽŽƚƉƌŝŶƚ�ŽĨ�ϭϬ�ŵŝůĞƐ͗�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵƉůĞͲ

ŵĞŶƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƐŵĂůů�ƉůŽƚƐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌŚŽŽĚ�ůĞǀĞů͕�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ǀŝŽůĂƟŶŐ�ĮƌĞ�ĚĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�

ƌĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶƐ͘��ǀĞƌǇ�ƐƋƵĂƌĞ�ĨŽŽƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƚĞƌƌŝƚŽƌǇ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�Ă�ďŝŽͲƐǁĂůĞ͕�Ă�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƉŽĐŬĞƚ�ƐƉĂĐĞ͕�Žƌ�Ă�ůŽǁ�

ƉůĂŶƟŶŐ�ďĞĚ͘�KŶ�Ă�ĐŝƚǇǁŝĚĞ�ůĞǀĞů͕�ƚŚŝƐ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŝŶŝƟĂƚĞ�Ă�ŶĞǁ�&ůŽǁĞƌͲWŽǁĞƌ�ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƌĞƐŝƐͲ

ƚĂŶĐĞ�ŝƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚŽŽĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟǀĞ�ƌĞͲŝŶƚĞƌƉƌĞƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐ�ƵŶŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ĐŽĚĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�

ƚŚĞ�ƵƌďĂŶ�ĞĐŽůŽŐǇ͘�

URBANplay// The INSTANT[play]GROUND
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ƐĞƌŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƐŝƚĞƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŝĚĞŶƟĮĞĚ�;ĐŽƌƌŝĚŽƌ�ĂƌĞĂƐ͕�ĂůůĞǇƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐŝĚƵĂů�ƐƉĂĐĞƐ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐƐͿ͖�ƚŚĞ�
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Urbanism

OPEN SOURCE URBANIMS: Prototype > Replicate >  Adopt 

URBANecology // THE 10 MILE GARDEN
# PROTOTYPE

The 10 MILE GARDEN, proposed for the Urban Prototyping event in October 
�����LQ�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR���ZDV�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�D�FDWDO\VW�SURMHFW�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�¿UH�
hydrant sites of the neighborhood were activated on a temporary basis. The 
project consisted of three components:
a) Physical intervention in order to identify the sites and to create a new 
mental map;
E��$�JUDVVKRSSHU�GULYHQ�GHVLJQ�WRRONLW�WKDW�GH¿QHG�SODQWLQJ�SDWWHUQV�DQG�DO-
ORZHG�XVHU�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�WKURXJK�WKH�GH¿QHG�GHVLJQ�LQVWUXFWLRQV��DQG�
F��$�GLJLWDO�LQWHUIDFH�DQG�45�FRGH�VWUDWHJ\�WKDW�RUJDQL]HG�WKH�DGRSWLRQ�RI�¿UH�
hydrant sites through citizens and neighborhood organizations. 

# REPLICATE

Every American city consists of infrastructural layers, among which a net-
ZRUN�RI�¿UH�K\GUDQWV�WKDW�LQ�WRWDO�DUWLFXODWH�DQ�LPSUHVVLYH�IRRWSULQW�LQ�WKRVH�
cities. Though the footprint (which, depending on city code, is limited to 6x6 
or 8x8 feet) is of small-scale, its repetition and networked character carries 
the potential for a new ecologically-active layer.

# ADOPT 

Potential Infrastructural Application: While budgetary reasons may limit the 
UHWUR¿W�PRGH� RI� UHSURGXFWLRQ� IRU� WKLV� LQQRYDWLRQ�� DSSURSULDWLRQ� RI� WKLV� VLWH�
FDWHJRU\�PLJKW�EH�DGRSWHG�E\�D�QHZ�]RQLQJ�FRGH�RI� WKH�¿UH�K\GUDQW�VLWHV�
integrated early into the design process. This would foster a new green infra-
structure. The biggest potential for THE 10 MILE GARDEN is its implemen-
tation in new master plans. Fire hydrant sites could operate as a network of 
connected bio-swales or mini gardens that not only add green spaces to the 
city but also create a new water system in support of the urban ecology. 

URBANplay // The INSTANT  [play]GROUND
# PROTOTYPE

The INSTANT[play]GROUND as developed for the UP event was a portable 
tool and catalytic agent in which a series of sites could be activated by the 
instant deployment of the urban game. The project was developed through 
three main components:
D��7KH�LQVWDQW�JDPH�KDG�WR�EH�FDSDEOH�RI�¿WWLQJ�LQ�D�VXLWFDVH�DQG�WR�WUDYHO�
from one site to another.
b) A tool-kit composed by the playground (constructed and existing urban 
ÀRRU���D�JDPH�ERDUG��LQVFULEHG�DFWLRQV���DQG�PLFUR�FDQRS\��LQWHULP�DQG�LQ-
stant) with a Rule Set able to choreograph the user’s interaction with the 
game. 
c) A Digital interface acting as a permanent repository of the temporary (play)
scapes produces game travel to different sites enabling contact with different 
players and audiences. 

# REPLICATE

The IpG project has the potential of transforming many urban sites in differ-
ent and diverse cities without any preparatory infrastructure. The game can 
be adopted by any type of user (from the individual to the collective organiza-
WLRQV�WR�WKH�FLW\�RI¿FLDOV��LQKHUHQWO\�VHWWLQJ�XS�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�LWV�UHSOLFDWLRQ�
and open source participation. When IpG occurs the site fostering the game 
is immediately generating a transitory public node and aggregation. 

# ADOPT 

The project could become a permanent activator for already existing or new 
urban playgrounds or in general for sites that have been neglected, unused 
RU�PLVXVHG��$OVR�FLW\�RI¿FLDOV�PLJKW�DGRSW�WKH�,S*�DV�DQ�LQVWDQW�WRRO�WR�JHQHU-
ate a public node; it can also potentially layer over any type of existing urban-
play site to open up possibilities of long-term master plan implementations. 


